Variegator Quick Start

Installing Variegator

1. Insert the Xitron Navigator Installation DVD.
2. When prompted, click the "Run autorun.exe" button.

@ DVD RW Drive (D:) Navigator 589
with 10.0r2

Always do this for software and games:

Install er run program frem your media

Run autorun.exe
Publisher not specified

General options

Import photos and videas
using Dropbox

Open folder to view files
using Windows Explarer

View more AutoPlay options in Control Panel
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XITRON.,

Launch the Variegator Installer

1. Click the "Packaging and Variable Data" tab.
2. Click the Install Variegator button.

ENaﬁgatnrDVD E’E

EASY INSTALL ADD DUTPUT o DOCUMENTATION
DEVIGES AND HELP

\eﬁ Variegator Variable data & label layout
INSTALL Navigator F/P Flexo & packaging tool kit (requires Adobe Illustrator C58)

INSTALL Navigator F/P  For Creative Cloud

ﬁ Navigator F/P Latest installers m
e Rt

MAKING PREFRESS AFFORDARLE
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XITRON.,

Follow Installer Wizard Prompts.

Click "Next" to continue

ﬁ Variegator

Welcome to the Variegator Setup Wizard

The inztaller will guide you through the steps required to install Y ariegator on your computer.

WARMIMG: Thiz computer progran iz protected by copyright law and international treaties.
IInauthonzed duplication or diztribution of thiz program, or any portion of it, may result in zevere crail
ar criminal penakies, and will be prozecuted ta the maximum extent pozzible under the law.
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XITRON.,

Select an Installation Path

1. At this point, you can browse or type in an alternative installation path. For most users. The
default is fine.

2. If you want multiple users on the PC to be able to use Variegator, select Everyone. If only the
currently logged in user will use Variegator, select "Just Me"

3. Click "Next" to continue.

ﬁ Variegator

Select Installation Folder

The inztaller will install Y anegator to the following folder.

Toinztall in thiz folder, chck "Mext”. Toinstall to a different folder, enter it below or chick "Browse"".

Eolder:

C:Witronsh ariegatar®, o Browsze. .. ]

Disk Cost... ]

Install Variegator for yourself, or for anyone who uses this computer:

@ Everyor

©

1 Just e

Cancel ] [ ¢ Back ] [ Ne:-:tg]
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Variegator Quick Start

Confirm Installation.

1. Click "Next" to confirm installation.

Confirm Installation

The inztaller is ready to install W anegator on pour computer.

Click "'Mest" to start the installation.

[owe ] [ ok (@)
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Variegator Quick Start

Success

You will receive a message when the installation is complete. Click the close button.

Installation Complete

Wariegator haz been successiully installed.

Click "'Cloze" to exit.

Fleaze uze Windows Update ta check for any critical updates to the MET Framework.

Cancel ] [ < Back ] l Eiiﬁ I
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XITRON.,

Insert Variegator USB Key

Before you launch Variegator, make sure it's USB key (Dongle) has been inserted into a USB slot in
your computer. Variegator will not launch without the USB Security Key present.

xitron-st 1226
intemal 12262-C0

Launching Variegator for the first time

Double Click the Variegator Icon on your desktop to launch Variegator.

s

\ariegatar
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Variegator Quick Start

Open the Preferences Window

1. Click the Advanced menu from the Menu bar.
2. Click the Preferences Menu.

File Edit Elements Type Databaze View Mvannd@

DB B ENES D @ e (@]

Color Settings

:_} Page Size Management
il Delete Document Preset

APENAOEBBOOCOO v~

-1

| Connected database - None

100% - 4 Pagel
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Set the Unit of Measurement.

1. Set the unit of measurement to US Inches or metric millimeters.
2. Click the Save Button.

Unit L} Languages

Grid Defaults

Color: Hl . Key-click Distance:  0.03937 in hd

Gridlines 1in

S 10 Default Format: [EI-I ]
@ ] (o )
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Variegator Quick Start

Create a new document

1. Click the file menu.
2. Click the "New" option.

Fie | Edii Elementz Type Databaze View  Advanced

ECE oD

M

E BHy¢ ¢

a 28 H
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XiTRON.,,

Document Setup

1. From the Page Size drop down menu, choose "Label 2 x 3 in"
2. If desired, enter a margin value, such as 0.125 in, into the margin input box.
3. Click OK to create your document.

& ]

Document Setup @
Preset: |[Defaut ) ~| [
Page Size: [Lahel i o - D
Width: 3in Orientation: N
Height: 2in @A O
Pages: ’1 v] Facing Pages
Margins
Top: 0.125 in o 0in
Bottom 0 in = Right 0in
Bleeds
Top: 0in Left 0in
i 0in Right 0in
Color Mode: CHMYI - 91 oK ] [ Cancel
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Variegator Quick Start

Insert Static Text and Objects

In this section, we will insert a couple lines of static text and a line into our document.

First select the text tool from the tools pallet on the left side of the Variegator window.

File Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced

NIPH SR NEULBS DHEE G A

MeancurrlentQ@QB?%(CMYK)|

N O T
Frame Type:

Frame Source:

Data Source:

Reference Point

PENAPEE000D0 ~lgl~ ~

=

068%0.36neh | «

2371528% ~ | 4 Pagel | Connected database - None
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Variegator Quick Start

Draw a text box

Click and drag to draw a text box.

iR
L3

Ui e ZNE2BEB0000 ~

File Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced

JUH SR MEDDD® (LR EE&SH]

k|

New Document 2 @ 237% (CHYK) |

[ o, . [

286x071ieh | «

2371528% ~ | 4 Pagel | Connected database - None

Frame Type:

Frame Source:

Data Source:

Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
Suppress blank lines

Variegator Quick Start
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Variegator Quick Start

Type "Hello"

File Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced

DU HE B MEDED® O EE&SH

& | New Document 2 @ 237% (CMYK) |

O L S A FRAlE

Fan pe

Frame Source:

Data Source:

Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
[C] Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
[C] Suppress blank lines

UM e ZNE22BB0000 -~

0.10 x 0.66 inch

2371528% - | 4 b | Connected database - None
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Variegator Quick Start

Format text

You can adjust the properties of Variegator objects with the property panel on the left side of the
Variegator window. Let's change the look of this text.

1. Click the "Character" property panel tab to open it.

File Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced

DU HE B MEDED® O EE&SH

MeancurrlentQ@QB?%(CMYK)|

[ o e
Frame Type:

Frame Source:

Data Source:

Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
[C] Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
[C] Suppress blank lines

N 2 B\NE2BEE 0000 -1~

H

098 %225 neh | «

2371528% ~ | 4 Pagel | Connected database - None
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XITRON.,

Adjust Font Properties

1. Make sure the text box is still selected. (Has a red dashed outline around it). If not, click on the
text box to select it.

2. Choose a font from the font drop down. If you don't have "Arial Black" choose a different font
you like.

3. Adjust the size of the font by entering a number into the font size combo box or by picking an
option from the drop down menu.

@ Voregator 4 B
File  Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced
RO B EEDDPDS OMEE&SR
k New Document 2 @ 237% (CMYK) |
R _| |D . | |1 \ . \ | \ . | 2 . . | . \ . |3 . | |‘ ERLAME
T i Frame Type: Text Box |+ |
\ ] Frame Source: - =l
D o] [T] Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
O 1 [7] Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
———————————————————————————————————— B et .
@] ?—H E o T‘ [] Suppress blank lines
I I
I I
o : L L b
= || i i
I I
: e meeeeemed o ;
] - 4
G
&L
ol
a | CHARACTER
¥ [ arial Black
pf BIUF
Z -
» . T
] T = e ~ g 0 -
4
AN o -
H
3.7 x 0.79 inch | « b 18
2371528% - | 4 Pagel B | Connected database - None

Adjust Paragraph Properties

To center the text in the box, we need to adjust the paragraph properties of the text box.
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Variegator Quick Start

1. Click the "Paragraph" property panel tab to open it.
2. Click the "Center" paragraph alignment button.

Fie Edit Elements Type Database View Advanced

NOUH A MEDD @D OEEE&SE
New Document 2 @ 237% (CHYK) |
[ I . [ . 2 \ B 1]~

FRAME

Frame Type:

Frame Source: - L)
Data Source: I:l D

Scale font size if text exceeds frame box

‘Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
‘Suppress blank lines

C s3NB2°BB0000- -~

Aial Black =
BIU¥F
| T FIP 2 -
A o -

]

316x 118 nch ]« 3 -

2371528% - | 4 Pagel b | Connected database - None

Fie Edl Elemenis Type Daiabsse View Advanced
DY PHEHIRIMEDR DD OMFE& SR

New Documen 2 @ 237% (CUYK) |
[ Io \ [ L 2 | 3 3

FRAME

Frame Type:

Frame Source: - D @
Data Source: |:| []

Scale font size if text exceeds frame box

Scals text width I text excesds frame box
Suppress blank lines.

A ENP2BWO000D0 -~
— ,

S|

1.67 x 1.43 ineh ]« ] =

2371528% - | 4  Pagel b | Connected database - None

Add "My Name Is" line

Repeat the steps above to add a new text box with the words "my name is..." below the first line.
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Variegator Quick Start

Since the second line has different formatting, we must create a new text box for it rather than adding it
as a new line to the second text box

In the example below, the line is formatted in 12 pt. Arial.

File Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced

DU HE B MEDED® O EE&SH

New Document 2 @ 237% (CHYK) |

I I CR

Frame Source:

Data Source:

Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
[C] Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
[C] Suppress blank lines

N 2 B\NE2BEE 0000 -1~

043 %147 eh | «

371528% ~ | 4 Pagel | Connected database - None
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Variegator Quick Start

Change the color of text

1. Select the first text box. (Make sure you're using the solid black selection tool from the toolbar)

2. Click the "Color" property panel tab to open it.

File Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced

DU HE B MEDED® O EE&SH

New Document 2 @ 237% (CHYK) |

I

my name is...

N 2 B\NE2BEE 0000 -1~

199055 neh | «

FRAME
Frame Type:
Frame Source:
Data Source:
Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
Suppress blank lines

371528% ~ | 4 Pagel | Connected database - None
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Edit the Fill Color

OATRON.

———P

1. First tell Variegator to adjust the fill color of the text (Rather than the stroke/border color) by click
the solid square. It will pop up in front of the outlined square as shown.
2. Adjust the colors by typing in CMYK percentages or adjusting the sliders.

3 - FRAME

my name is...

Frame Type: Text Box

Frame Source: -
Data Source:

[ Scale font size if text exceeds frame box

[T] Scale text width if text exceeds frame box

[] Suppress blank lines

COLOR

CHARACTER

[ arial Black

BIUT

T = v &0 -
AN o -

@Variegatm
File  Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced
DoUR R MEEDED® OREE& KK
R | New Document 2 @ 237% (CMYK) |
R [ [° . 1
T
\ ]
U |o]
ol
@)
O
& || 4
]
Gl
&L
/7 |
6‘"9 1
& ]
.
Al
2
24 %094 nch | «
2371528% -~ | 4 Pagel B | Connected database - None

Preparing to add Variable Data

In this next section, we are going to connect to a database so we can add variable data to our job.

Before proceeding, you may want to save the work you've done so far by using the "Save As" option in

the File Menu.

Variegator Quick Start
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Variegator Quick Start

1. Click on the Database Menu
2. Choose "Connect To Database"

Advanced

N OB &b EE ot o i & & &
R

New Document 2 @ 237% (d f Disconnect from Databs

B I I U

Align Objects

B & S 0 s oll
Distribute Objects

= £ = ol il o
Distribute Spacing
il &

my name is...

Ny e aNB2BEEB0000 -1 » >

0.62 x-0.32 inch

371528% ~ | 4 | Connected database - None
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XiTRON.,,

Select a Database

1. Click on the browse button next to the blank Database Line.

2. Browse to and select the "Name List Data.CSV file. This file is included with this guide and
contains a sample information.

3. Click "Open" to open the file and close the file browse window.

4. Click "Connect"

The database is now connected, and we can use it to insert variable data into our label.

s i = I [
Connect Te Database @
Distribute Objects
Type: [Text 'l E = & b[l EIJH] E[I
=
Database: BQ/ Distribute Spacing
Format: [CDmrna—Separatsd Values "] E‘D %
o’ Connect l [ Cancel ]
S

| T TE AT ¥V VTS_F T8 s = Mot W at —

Open

1 }O | )« Local Disk (C:) » Users » jpiestrak » Desktop » Variegator Quick Start - |¢9|| Search Vanegator Quick Start P|

Organize Mew folder = - 0 @

¥ Favorites Mame Date modified Type Size
IS

=l Recent Places
%% Dropbox

4 Downloads
Bl Desktop

& OneDrive

m

@3] Name List Data.csv \ed . 1/15/201510:56 AM  Microsoft Excel C... 2KB|
N 3

= Libraries
@ Documents

J‘i Music

[&=| Pictures

E Videos

1M Computer
&, Local Disk (C)
) DVD RW Drive (D

g

Pag

File name:  Name List Data.csv - | SV Files (esv) -|

’ Open Lel[ Cancel
e —
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Variegator Quick Start

Add Variable Text

1. To add variable text, draw a text box with text box tool as shown before. Do not type anything.
2. Click the "Frame" properties panel to open the panel.

File Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced

DU HE B MEDED® O EE&SH

& | New Document 2 @ 237% (CMYK) |

I R

Data Source:
Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
Scale text width if text exceeds frame box

Suppress blank lines

Align Objects

E & S 0 s ol
Distribute Objects

= = = Al ol
Distribute Spacing

ol &

DMy e B2\NA2BEEBO000 ~

T75%-028 neh | «

2371528% ~ | 4 Pagel bPIH 4 Record1 B B Connected database - Name List Data.csv
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Add Variable Text - Browse Records

—

P pm——
XITRON.,

Click on the Frame Source drop down menu in the "Frame" property panel.

2. The fields of information in the Database are shown. Choose "Given Name" to fill the text box

with the first name of the first person in the database.

3. You can view other records by clicking the arrows in the status bar.

@ Variegator E==E
File  Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced L\\,
RO B EEDDPDS OMEE&SR
R New Document 2 @ 237% (CMYK) |
R _| |D 1 | ! L . L 1 L . | 2 1 | |3 | - LRENE
i Frame Type: Text Box il
T Frame Source: [Given Name] Q/ U
\ ] D S
D o] [T] Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
O 1 [T] Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
@) [7] Suppress blank lines
=1 - - ALIGH
| my name is... e
S [ e Bronemesnesesnesssesessnessoeee ¢ B &b o T o8 ol
Anthony @ :
EL || | ! ! Distribute Objects
2 ; ! = = bl ol
é‘ﬂ'? 1 i i Distribute Spacing
] l l l &
al S S :
¥
1 i
You can view different
= records in your job by
] using these arrows.
291 %080 inch | « -.e,- / \ v
2371528% -~ | 4 Pagel PR 4 Record 1 b B Connected database - Name List Data.csv
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Add Occupation and Company Information

P pm——
XITRON.,

1. Using the same process, create two more text boxes Link the first text box to the "Occupation”

field. Link the second text box to the "Company" field.

2. Format the new text boxes as desired. The example below is 8 pt. Arial, with centered
paragraph alignment. Additionally, the "Occupation" text box is italic.

9 Variegator N oo s
File  Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced
RO B EEDDPDS OMEE&SR
k New Document 2 @ 237% (CMYK) |
& _| o | [1 | E | 3 B FRAME
T i Frame Type: Text Box Iil
\ ] Frame Source: Company -
D o] [T] Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
O 1 [T] Scale text width if text exceeds frame box
@) 1 [7] Suppress blank lines
=l || .
. my name is...
G i STROKE
@ | Weight: |2 4 g v
/ A h [] Dashed line
al nthony ST
Q . s gap
<1l 1 Mail machine operator
e [ Janeville
Z -
E CHARACTER
[ari
BIUTF
o T = v &0 -
1 AN o -
TeTx03zmen | « r <
2371528% -~ | 4 Pagel PR 4 Record 1 B B Connected database - Name List Data.csv
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OATRON.

Combine two fields of text information using scripts.

———P

Currently our name tag shows only the first name of each individual. What if we'd like to show their full
name? We can combine two fields from the database into one text box using scripts.

1. Click the script button, labeled "xy" next to the Frame Source in the Labels panel.

@Variegatm
File  Edit Elements Type Databazse View  Advanced

DoUR R MEEDED® OREE& KK

=N =R =5

New Document 2 @ 237% (CMYK) |

[ ] r. ., P

FRAME

=]

HELLO
my name is...

Mail machine operator
Janeville

Nl 2 Z\NE2EBOO00ODO -1~ >

=

Foo-wo--

= I

[

=

e

=

<

Frame Type: Text Box o

Frame Source: Given Name -

[T] Scale font size if text exceeds frame box
[T] Scale text width if text exceeds frame box

[7] Suppress blank lines

STROKE
Weight: |2 4 g

[] Dashed line
3 5 3 5 3

gap

CHARACTER

[ arial Black

BIruU-+¥

S

3.08 % 0.76 inch | «

T =2 v &0 -
AN o -

2371528% - | 4 Pagel [ ] Record 1 B B Connected database - Name List Data.csv
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Variegator Quick Start

Add a new script

1. Click the "Add" button.

[*
by’

Marme

|
i

m‘ﬂ Duplicate | | Edt || Delete
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XITRON.,

Build the script.
Although scripting may sound like complicated programming, building a script in Variegator is easy.

1. Enter a name to identify the script.

2. Double click a database field to add it to the script. First double click "Given Name" The given
name field will be added to the script between carrot symbols. After you add the given name
field, click the script and type a space after the given name. Then double click the Surname
field.

3. The script should look like the screen shot below. Make sure there is a space between the Given
Name and Surname.

4. Click "Save" to save the script. Close the script editor.

Script Editor
Script Name:
Full Nﬂme{ o o Save Cancel
, N \ " J [ )

Script Databasze -

<Given Name:> <Surname= Given Name e
e Oecupation
S Company

Email Addrezs

Functions

Auto-Number

Samples:
Mr. =firstHame= <lastName:=

<<Auto-Numberistart, end, increment, step, num_digits j==
<<Auto-Number(0,,1,1,1}==
<<Auto-Number(0 100,101 3)==
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XITRON.,

Assign the script to the name text box.

Using a script is just like using information already in the Database.

1. Make sure the name text box is selected.
2. From the "Frame Source" drop down menu, choose the name of your newly created script.
3

Because some names may be too long to fit in the box. Check the "Scale font size if text
exceeds frame" button.

4. Browse through your records to view the results.

@ Variegator E’

File Edit Elements  Tvpe Database  View Advanced
DR |SEHELLDR OFFEI&A AR
Variegator Quick Start2 @ 244% (CMYK) |

[ ]°

1 L L L H L L L 1 L L L 2 L L L 1 L L L 3 L FLLTE

Frame Type: Text Box

-
Frame Source: Full Name e
L Xy

Scale font size if text exceeds frame box e

__°J

H E I I o [] Suppress blank lines

my name is...

N, 2 2\NA2BE0000 -~

. A
.. Anthony Pabst
B o Meil machine operator b
] Janeville
T03x12Zineh | « =

2440072% ~ | 4 Pagel b 4 Record 1 P Connected database - Name List Data.csv

Variegator Quick Start Page 29



P cv——
XITRON.,

Adding a barcode

The last element to add to the label is a barcode The barcode will be a variable QR code that can be
scanned by a mobile phone to automatically send an email to the person on the label.

Select the barcode tool from the toolbox.

Click and drag to draw a box for the barcode

Choose "QR" form the barcode type.

Select the "Fit barcode Box" and Proportionally scaling options.

LN =

@ Varegator E=mE=n =

File Edit Elements Type Database \View  Advanced
s T - HEDEPDR OMAE& SR

Variegator Quick Start2 @ 244% (CMYK) |

L | [ 2 3 | - BARCODE
| . . ) I . . ) . ) . I ) ) . ) . . I ) . . .
ar QE] (&)
Quick Response Code |
Scale @ Fitin Barcode Box
o proportionally '\°;
] @ H (100 5 8
Voo o0 o,

HELLO

my name is...

" Anthony Pabst

Mail machine operator o
Janeville @ e

Avrial
Regular

8

L {
AN

FalsszN@oBEB0000 -5~

e a—

0.33 x 0.86 inch \ ] »

2440072% ~ | 4 Pagel P 4 Record 1 p B Connected database - Name List Data.csv

R ————————
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XITRON.,

Linking a barcode to a database field.

Now link the newly created barcode box to the database.
1. Make sure the barcode box is selected.
2. Click the "Frame" property panel.
3. Choose "Email Address" from the Frame Source. Linking a barcode box to database information
is the same as linking a text box to the database.
4. Save your design using the "Save As:" command in the file menu before continuing.
@Vaﬁegatm E’
File Edit Elements  Tvpe Database  View Advanced
POPESE EEBDEHS ONFEK AR
k Variegator Quick Start2 @ 244% (CMYK) |
R | |D . | |1 | |2 | | 3 |' FILLN
1] = __ "
e e [Emal AJOress I |2 |
\
N ©
0 .
Reference Point
(@] ]
o
of HELLO
= X

mﬁﬁ\dﬂoz'

my name is...

Anthony Pabst

Mail machine operator
Janeville

-

216 x 0.37 inch | « b

2440072% ~ | 4 Pagel b 4 Record 1 b B Conrected database - NMame List Data.csv
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Outputting to PDF

Variegator exports PDF files for output. To output your job:

1. Click the file menu.
2. Click "Print"

P pm——
XITRON.,

A saveAs  CirlsShiftsS

7 Document Properties.

(o [ &)

3 FRAME

@ Variegator
File. i Elements  Type Database  Wiew Advanced
B e cren e B, G B (T B AR
] Open Ctri+0 ke oK) |
[l Close SR | ) . [ . . | . ) . 2 . . I
H save CtrS

|Lf; Print

Ctrl+P @

B Exit

Preview by Reader

= @

E@lr3NE08

HELLO

my name is...

Anthony Pabst

Mail machine operator
Janeville

Frame Type: Barcode

Frame Source: Email Addresz S

Reference Point

0.73 x -0.32 inch

| «

244,0972% -

4

Pagel P 4 Record 1 | Connected database - Name List Data.csv
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XiTRON.,,

Output Options

1. Click the browse button next to the output folder input box to browse for an output folder that's

convenient.
In the File Name input box, type a name for the PDF. Make sure the name ends with a ".pdf"

Click save to output your PDF.

w N

-

[ Output PDF [eE3m]

Output Folder: C:\Users\jpiestrakiDesktoptWariegator Quick Start E\g

File: Name: Variegator Quick Start2.POF e

u
Rotate Output: [,} deg - ]
|:| Maximum 0 pages per PDF file

[] Reverse record order
Print Elements
@ Al elements
(") Static element only
(™) Variable elements only
Print Range
@ Allrecords
() Odd records only
") Even records only

() Print range 1-1%

L Savg' [ Cancel
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XITRON.,

Congratulations

Congratulations on creating your first variable data job with Variegator. For more information, please
consult the Variegator manual.

=L Variegator Quick Start2.PDF - Adobe Acrobat Pro =N R ==

File Edit View Certified PDF PitStop Pro  Plug-Ins  Window inp02 Help

@Crﬁte'|@D@@@‘@@@%@@)@D' Customize"la
lr /19 | I | — -|- | = Tools Sign Comment

HELLO

my name is...

Anthony Pabst

Mail machine operator
Janeville
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