Aspen R8 Quick Start
Version 1.0 NPD 2nd June 2016.

Overview
These instructions cover installation of an Aspen workflow system comprising four RIPs to
drive a single-head Aspen unit.

They cover:
Installation of a single-RIP system.
Duplicating to four RIPs using Multi-RIP Utility.
Configuring the Navigator workflows.

Steps you need to take are preceded by a checkbox, to allow you to print out this document
and check them off as you proceed.

The procedure should take one to two hours.

Preparation
These instructions assume that there is no existing Xitron Workflow installation.

Either for LDK security you will need:

An LDK Product Key to enable Navigator with Aspen, HDS, HVD and Color Pro.
A Xitron Navigator Workflow dongle.

Or for HLS security you will need:

A Xitron Navigator RIP dongle.

Passwords for HDS, HVD and Color Pro.

A Xitron Navigator Workflow dongle.

A password to enable the Aspen printer plugin against the Workflow dongle.

1. Installation

[0 Start the installer (Navigatorinstaller.exe).
] Accept the License Agreement.

[0 Select RIP and Workflow.

Please select the product to install.
@ RIP and Workflow

RIP only
Workflow onhy

(] Enter the Printer, HDS, ColorPro and HVD passwords when prompted.
] Enter the LDK key when prompted.

[0 On the Destination Folder dialog, select the installation location. It is recommended that
you use a unique folder name.
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[0 On the Select Program Folder dialog, enter the name for the folder which the installer will
make in the Start menu.

0 Wait for the installation to finish.

2. Configuration
[ If you are using LDK security, select 'Convert to LDK' from the Start—Navigator menu.

This only needs to be done before the first run.

2.1 Start the workflow software
(N
[0 Start the Navigator Server: Start—Navigator—Navigator Server, “ = . The Navigator

RIP, @ will also run, and this in turn will launch Durango Spooler, @

[0 Allow ten seconds for the Server to settle; then start the Navigator Client:

Start—Navigator—Navigator,

[ In the Navigator Client, log into the Server as user 'Administrator’, with no password.
(You can assign one if needed).

The Navigator Client window will show two pre-configured workflows, File Prep and Press
Output.

1. File Prep

62. Press Output .
HotFolder Stabilizer PFA Copy

Digital Press 2. Press Ouiput

1. File Prep 2. Press Output

i Z. Press Qutput

HotFolder Azpen RIP
Aspen

Eleceefl

[0 Open the Durango Spooler dialog (click its icon on the Taskbar):
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-
Durango

e 5

e w2.01.9

Configure .. |

Engine Status @ 10.3001.241:81
Pressz Status:  Active Buzp State: Initializing
Frint Controller: Fault Code: Mone
Job
Job Mame:
J5ID:
0 MB/sec | 14
Buffer. 3072 MB
W E mpty
& E mpty
+ Empty
4 E mpty
iy E mpty

—

[0 Choose Configure... and select "Yes' on the confirmation dialog.

2.2 Configure the printer network address

0g, ensure that 'Socket' is the selected Output Target.

[J On the Durango Configuration dial
r |

Durango Configuration

52 |

6 w2.01.9

— Logging
Lagaing Lewel: |2— il
Log 'windaw: Show | Hide |
— Output Targets
™ File ¥ Socket
—Page Pool

Page Pool Size [Mb]: |2072

If zero, zpoaler will allocate az much as possible.

— Spooler

Start Spl:u:ulerl Stop 5 p-:u:ulerl

— Bormego IP Infarmation
IP Address: I'I 0301.241

Set

|81 ™ Keep ML filefs)

Part:
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(] Press the 'Stop Spooler’ button if it is available. Enter the IP address and port number of

the Borrego, and press 'Set'. Then 'Start Spooler'. Close the Durango Configuration window,
and leave Durango running (if you minimize it, it will not be shown in the Taskbar and can

be found in the System Tray).

[0 Log into Navigator Server, Server Setup—Administrator Login... User Name
‘Administrator' with no password (you can configure one).

[0 Open Server Setup—Manage Devices...,
Manage Devices 2

Device Mame Device Type

Apply

[0 Press the '+' button and add an Aspen device.

Add Device
Device Mame: Azpen
Device Type: [.-’-‘-.spen hd ]

[ OE. ] [ Cancel ]

[0 Configure for Press Head Count=1, RIPs per head=4 (so a total of four RIPs) for example.
[ If the Press Head Count is more than one, check 'ls a Descanso'.

[0 Set the IP Address and Port number to the same values as the Durango configuration
above.
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Manage Devices P
Device Mame Device Type Dew::? LoriigLralion
Aspen Aspen Device Mame: Aspen
IP Address: o . 3o .1 24
IP Port: 31
Aspen Configuration
Tickle [M5); 5000 How often we check the status,
Flagz
[7] Save =ML [T]1s a Descanso
Thread Control
Start Thread Stop Thread Fiestart Thread
Thread State: Mot Runhing
[:] [] &ute Set Press Speed 0 IPS Set Press Speed
Max Press Speed: 45 IP5
.
Press Head Count: 1 Fips Per Head: 4 [ Duplex Press

[0 Make sure to press 'Start Thread' and then 'Apply’ or the changes will be lost; then close

the Manage Devices dialog.

There is no need to configure the Aspen device in the Navigator RIP, Navigator->Device
Manger... as an Aspen device will already be present. Although this has an Address field, this

may be left empty.

2.3 Configure the RIP, before we duplicate it.
[ In the RIP, open the Page Setup Manager and make a new Page Setup and configure it
like this. Don't overlook the "Varidata 10 percent’ Page Feature:
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MNew Page Setup 24
Output Device R esalution
Device: [.fi'-.spen it
[ Configure device. .. ] [1E|:||:|.|:| % 137510 v] [dpi v]
ProotReady; [ [Maone] - ] Owerride rezolution in job
Separationz, Screening & Colour Proceszing
Style: | CMYK Composite - = | Optimisatior: | None -
Colour: [[Nu:u Colour Management) v] E}l
Trapping
b ethad: [[Nnne] v] Enable Feature
[Varidata 10 percent -
4
Calibration & Dot Gain Effects B
ﬁl MNegati
Calibratiomn: [[NDHE] v] s | s =i
[ Mirrarprint
Tone Curves: ] -
[[ onel ] [ Control stip
Pers
(None) [ Trim page
Cazzefte & Page Scaling
%I Wertical: 100.00 2
[ Fage layout... ]
ﬁl Harizantal: 100.00 4
| mposition: [[Nn:-ne] v] m orieonta
[ Options... ] [ PDF Optionz... ] [ #PS Ophiohz. . ] [ Save bz ] [ Cancel

[0 For the Separation style, select CMYK Composite:

[0 Save the Page Setup as Aspen (or other name):
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Page Setup Manager | & |
M ame Device R esalution Calibration  Separations Style
Default Page Setup Mone B00.0 [Mone] Chv'¥. Separationz [Halftone]
Azpen Azpen 1600.0:137... [Maone] ChYE. Composite

Edit... Mew... Copy... Delete Unitz:

[ Ok ] [ Canecel ]

[0 In Color — Separations Manager, edit the CMYK Composite separation style:

| ¥ |

Separations Manager

Device: | Aspen ChYKS -

Style Mame Colour Space COutput Format

ChY'E. Composite Compozite

[ Edi... ] [ Mew... ] [ Cop... ] [ Delete ] Select [ (] ] [ Cancel ]

(] Set the separation style to 'No' for 'Other colors in job', and Dot shape HDS Medium:
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Edit Style for 'CMYK Composite’ - CMYK - Composite -> CMYK | '
Separations are Separation Angle Scresh Override separations in job
generated in list
D[de['. . tMagenta Uze Level 1 spot colours
Set print to es' to ellaw
gutomatically print Black Owerride angles in job
-DH?B[ colours in [Other colours in job) Mo
jab'. [ Rieject preseparated jobs

[7] Recombine preseparated jobs
Edit zelected row: Cyan Yes '] hd Mew Delete
Dat shape: IHDS bl edium '] Overmide daot shape in job
Resolutions] Frequency |gnore proprietary selection keys

Select row to edit
frequency for
device resolution.

Abort if proprietary selection
walue iz unknown

Override frequency in job

Edit selected row:

I -

[ Generate extra qrey levels Limit rumber of distinct grey levels oo | 1024 hd
Usze Harlequin Precision Screening: HFS Options. ..
Roatate screens according to page rotation ak. ] [ Cancel

[ Select device "Aspen™ from the third menu in the RIP:

Select Cutput Device

PDOFRazter
Presview
TIFF

[0 From the Aspen menu, select "Open Settings Dialog" and configure it like this:
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Szpen - Settings Dialog

eneral Settings:
o | Delete output file(z] if there waz an error

Diagnostic settings:

These settings should only be changed under the direction of your suppart provider.

Debug Level: 0x100
Durnp each page to a TIFF file

Digcard output - checks that plugin proceszes the page without error

[ s ] | Cancel |
w2 223 Instance 1

2.4 Duplicate the one RIP to four

Multiple RIPs on the same PC have unique instance numbers to identify them.

At the moment we have one RIP, set to instance 0. We need to duplicate this to four RIPs,
instances 1,2,3,4.

[0 Exit Navigator Server and Client. The Navigator RIP and Durango Spooler should also
exit.

[0 Run the Multi-RIP Utility from Start—Navigator—Multi-RIP Utility.

©
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P

Choose which RIPs to use on this PC

T oo IR

Ill Duplicate

| -

|

| -

| -

Show detail

Browse.___

[0 Press the top button for RIP instance 0.
[0 Browse to your RIP folder, e.g. C:\Navigator\Navigator 10.0rl1
[0 Select Xitron.exe.

J Press for RIP instance 0.
[0 Select 4 for four RIPs and press Duplicate.

| Duplicate
Your RIP instance 0 will be duplicated to instances 1,2,3,4; this will take a few minutes.

You might see a 'Stop running this script?' warning; if so, select 'No'.

[0 Finally, we need to RIP instance 0, otherwise it will be started when Navigator
Server starts. The RIP itself is not deleted, so you can duplicate from it in future if necessary.
[0 When the Clear operation has finished, close the Multi-RIP Utility.

10
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In the Navigator folder we now have four new RIP folders named like this:
, Mavigator10.0r1_1
, Mavigator10.0r1_2
, Mavigator10.0r1_3
, Mavigator10.0r1_4

There will now be four new shares, 'xipgbl'..."xipgbh4', one each for the four RIPs' PGBDIRS
(pagebuffer directories).

[0 Start Navigator Server again. Four Navigator RIPs and one Durango Spooler will start.
[ Start Navigator Client and log into the Server as Administrator.

2.5 Add RIP Actions to Navigator Server
We will now use a facility which is new in Aspen R8 to automatically make the required
SOAR RIP Actions and SOAR Output Actions for the workflow.

[0 Log into Navigator Server as Administrator, select Server Setup—Manage Workflow
Actions...
Manage Workflow Actions 29

[nztalled \Workfow Actionz:

Coordinator [CedarCaontral] E dit Action
Copy [Copy]

Azpen RIP [DirectOutput]
PFa& [Page Filter]

Baze Rip [Rip Action) I e Action
Stabilizer [Stabilizer)

Ink Remapping (Ink B emapping]
POFChecker [PDFChecker) -
Preflight [Preflight] Delete Action

bl

Done

The naming convention is to have the SOAR RIP Actions and Direct Output Actions' hames
end with _<platform number><RIP instance number>, for instance _21.

O Press New Action.

[0 Select Workflow Agent: RIP Action and enter name 'RIP'.
[0 Press Configure.

11
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e Mforkflowe Action

Wark flow Agent: | Rip Action ﬂ

Mew Action Mame: |F“P

Action Resources;

[0 Enter the name of this PC into Base Name of PC(s).

[0 Uncheck 'Show PC Index for single PC".

[0 Set 'Number of action(s)' to 4.

[J Check 'Validate Shares on Exit'.

[0 Enter Action base name: RIP.

[0 Enter Action base name ('Associate Direct Output actions' section): Aspen

Other items have sensible defaults as shown below. The Generated names field on the right
shows what will be set up when the OK button is pressed. Any errors such as name clashes
will be highlighted in red and must be resolved before you can proceed.

SO&R Multi-RIP &ction Configuration [
Configuration
Mate: In a multi-head/multi-RIP configuration all RIFz are treated as Remote RIPs.
FCz Generated names
Mumber of PClz] |1 S 0
RIF: 1
Base name of PCjs] |5w/1 SharePath: $\5w1'xipgh1
. SHA: RIP_11 (Digital)
First PC Index [1=defaul] |1 I Add PC Index for single PC S04 RIP_11 Output
) ] DirectOutput: Aspen_11 [Digital]
¥ Walidate Shares onExt ||| e
. RIF: 2
AP eiers SharePath \WSw1\wipgh2

Mumber of Action[z] |4 SRA: RIP_12 [Digital)

S04 RIP_12 Output

m

First Instance [1=default] |1 DirectOutput: Azpen_12 [Digital)
Action baze name |FHF' F||F'3 ----------
o SharePath: 455w 1 xipghb3
¥ Digital Interface SRA: RIP_13 (Digital)
. . . S04 RIP_13 Output
v Associate DirectOutput Actions Directutput: Aspen_13 [Digital]
Action baze name |.f1‘n.speri """"""""""
RIF: 4
SharePath: \\SW'!\:-:ipgbd
Timeout [seconds)  |7200 ¥ Submit PGEs as a group éﬁ-‘;—"- ﬁ!ﬁ_]‘f '[Plglla” -

ak | Cancel

12
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O Press OK, OK.

The final result is like this:

Manage Workflow Actions

[nztalled \Workfow Actionz:

Coordinator [CedarControl] - | E dit &uction

Copy [Copy]

Azpen RIP [DirectOutput]
PFa& [Page Filter] e
Baze Rip [Rip Action) | I e Action
Stabilizer [Stabilizer)

Ink Remapping (Ink B emapping]

POFChecker [PDFChecker) ————————
Preflight [Preflight] | Delete Action
RIF_11 [Rip Action)
RIF_12 [Rip Action)
RIP_13 [Rip Action)
RIF_14 [Rip Action)
Agpen_11 [DirectOutput]
Azpen_12 [DirectOutput]
Azpen_13 [DirectOutput]
Agpen 14 [DirectOutout]

m

- Done

[0 Press Done on the Manage Workflow Actions dialog.

The above instructions assume that this is a single PC setup, which might be extended into a
multiple PC setup in future. If, instead, you wish to make a multiple PC setup straight away,
that is possible all in one go.

-- You must have already installed and duplicated the RIPs on the other PCs.

-- The PC names must be identified by a digit after a common base name (e.g. SW1, SW2)
Set the number of PCs field and enter just the common part of the PC name ('SW') into the
Base name field; then press OK.

2.6 File Prep workflow in Navigator RIP Manager
There should already be a File Prep workflow containing

Hot Folder — Stabilizer Action — Page Filter Action — Copy Action.
This is the workflow to which PDF jobs will be submitted.

The Copy Action will have "Expand Group File to Multiple Jobs" checked.

[0 Use the Wrench button, ;4 to edit the File Prep workflow.
[J In the Stabilizer tab, Job Options, select Stabilizer Default.dpf.

13
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[ Pause After
Job Options | Stabilizer Default dpf ﬂ
Output Type |PDF ]

(] Press the wrench again to exit workflow edit mode.

1. File Prep

HotFolder Stabilizer Copy
Stabilizer Default 2_ Press Output

-g

2.7 Press Output workflow in Navigator RIP Manager
There should already be a Press Output workflow containing
Hot Folder — Direct Output Action.

RIP Page Buffering will already be set to to 'Single if required'.

[0 In Navigator Client, edit the Press Output workflow via the Wrench button, ;4 ,
delete the existing Aspen RIP Direct Output Action (right click it; Delete Step)

[0 Even though we are setting up four RIPs, first add two Direct Output Actions, Aspen_11
and Aspen_12 the second beneath the first, in a branched workflow.

These should look like this
Aszpen_11
Azpen

(]

not like this

Aszpen_11
Not Ready

A

which indicates that the Durango Spooler cannot see the printer.

[ In the tab for each Direct Output Action, select the target RIP, as RIP_11 and RIP_12.
[ In each Aspen tab, select Refresh Configs. Select Aspen as the configuration.

The Direct Output Actions should now look like this:

14
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General | HotFolder | Aspen_11 Aspen_12 |

™ Pause After ™ Synchronize Steps
Target RIP [RIP_11 v

[~ [ RIP settings

) | PwerProfie:  [No Cobor Management) ~l §§ Device: Aspen
Print 100% Black with only black ink r

7y Mirrorprint: r
A Fort Emulation: |

Scaling: | [100000  « [100.000 |
) Rotate: o 4] B Configuration:  |Aspen
e g

ITT'O!-IMONW
~Print Offset -
Horizontal [0.0000 =

Units: I Millimeters - |

[ Reverse Output Order I™ Collate

The Press Output workflow should look like this:

2. Press Output

As=zpen_11
Azpen
HotFolder
A=zpen_12
Azpen

coce o]

15
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[1 Check the Synchronize Steps checkbox on the Aspen_11 tab. It should now look like this,
with the second Direct RIP Output Action tab hidden.

Aspen_11 l

[+ Synchronize Steps
Select RIPs...

O Press the 'Select RIPs' button:

i N

Select RIPs &
I~ Enabled | Direct Output | Base RIP |
Azpen_11 RIP_11
Azpen_12 RIP_12
O Azpen 13 RIP 13
O Bzper_14 RIF_14

[ Select the other two RIP checkboxes and press OK. This will merge the four RIPs and
show them as one in the workflow, labelled 'x4', like this:

2. Press Output

HotFolder As=zpen_11
Azpen

Eaﬁaﬁaﬁl“

Alternatively, add all four Direct Output Actions manually and select the corresponding RIP
for each; then check Synchronize Steps to merge them into one.

[0 Add a Coordinator Action after the Hot Folder Action of the Press Output workflow:

HotFolder Coordinator Aspen_11

Eﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ ﬁﬂﬁaﬁﬁ“

[ In the Coordinator Action tab of the Workflow Editor, set it to use RIP 1 and Aspen 1.

16
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General | HotFolder Coordinator | Aspen_11 |

[ Pause After

Q

!

] Press the Wrench button to exit workflow editing mode.

3. Usage

[0 Submit jobs to the File Prep workflow by selecting File—New Job... in the Navigator
Client, and on the Press Output workflow check that they are correctly processed and
printed.
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